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To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Hartshorne  and 

Measham. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gkntlemfn, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Report  upon  the  Sanitary 
state  of  your  District  for  the  year  1896. 

I have  dealt  with  the  parishes  separately  as  in  my  last 
report,  and  have  paid  special  attention  to  the  methods  of 
Scavenging  in  the  District,  as  well  as  the  Water  Supply 
and  Drainage  of  the  separate  parishes. 

Appended  are  tables  giving  details  of  causes  of  death, 
new  cases  of  infectious  disease,  population  and  births,  with 
Inspector’s  work  during  the  year. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  is  calculated  from  the  number 
of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  registered  births. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  calculated  per  1 ,000  persons 

living. 
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The  Population  of  the  District  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  1896  is  7,436. 

The  number  of  births  for  the  year  is  254, — 
including  123  males  and  131  females.  This  gives 
a birth-rate  of  33T  per  1,000  of  the  above  popu- 
lation. 


The  birth-rate  for  the  past  five  years — 


1892 

- 

34*8 

1893 

- 

34-5 

1894 

- 

23*3 

1895 

- 

34*7 

1896 

- 

34*1 

The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  and  from 

causes  is  100, 

giving 

a death-rate  of  13*4 

1,000. 

The  death-rate  for  the  the  past  five  years— 

1892 

- 

16-2 

1893 

- 

16*5 

1894 

- 

18-5 

1895 

- 

13*4 

1896 

- 

13.4 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
is  26,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  102 
per  1,000  registered  births. 


1894 

- 

- 

- 

303 

1895 

- 

- 

- 

123 

1896 

- 

- 

- 

102 
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Typhoid 


No  death  has  occurred  from  Typhoid,  but  two 
have  been  caused  by  Diarrhoea,  giving  a filth  dis- 
ease death-rate  of  0-26. 


1894 

0*27 

1895 

0-54 

1896 

(9.26 

Eight  deaths  have  been  caused  by  infectious 
sickness, — including  whooping  cough — giving  a 

Zymotic  death-rate  of  1*04. 

1894 

2.0 

1895 

0-4 

1896 

1.04 

These  include  3 deaths  from 

scarlet  fever,  4 

from  diphtheria,  2 from  membraneous  croup  and 
1 from  whooping  cough.  There  has  been  no 
death  from  measles.  Influenza  has  caused  2 
deaths,  lung  disease  12  deaths,  phthisis  2 deaths, 
heart  disease  12  deaths  and  injuries  2 deaths. 
Cancer  has  caused  14  deaths—  8 females  and  6 
males ; of  the  males  4 are  registered  as  coal 
miners. 


Seventy-eight  cases  of  sickness  amongst  persons 
in  receipt  of  out-door  relief  have  occurred  In 
1895  the  corresponding  number  was  81. 

Sixty-eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  have 
been  notified  as  against  62  in  1895  and  135  in 
1894.  Of  these  49  are  due  to  scarlet  fever,  4 to 
Diphtheria,  3 to  membraneous  croup,  6 to  Ty- 
phoid and  6 to  erysipelas. 

Of  the  cases  of  Tyhpoid  3 occurred  in  Measham 
two  being  caused  by  impure  water  from  a con- 
taminated well,  and  in  the  other  case  grave  de- 
fects in  the  drainage  were  discovered.  In  each 


case  the  cause  was  removed. 


Diphtheria 


Scarlet  Fever 


Of  the  4 cases  of  diptheria  3 occurred  in  Wood- 
ville,  in  each  case  insanitary  conditions  were 
found  and  remedied. 

A widespread  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  occurred 
in  the  Village  of  Ticknall  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  lasting  from  January  4th  to  the  end  of 
March.  27  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  12  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Swanning- 
ton.  No  death  occurred  amongst  those  so  re- 
moved, but  one  infant  died — the  only  death  in 
this  outbreak. 

The  greatest  efforts  were  made  to  check  the 
spread  of  disease  from  the  beginning,  but  as  it 
originated  from  a pupil  teacher  coming  to  the 
school  in  an  infective  state,  it  had  too  great  a 
start.  The  school  was  closed  by  my  advice  on 
the  29th  January  and  remained  closed  for  six 
weeks. 

Disinfectants  were  freely  distributed.  A trained 
nurse  was  engaged  by  Sir  V.  Crewe,  and  rendered 
valuable  service  during  the  epidemic.  Puveyors 
of  milk  were  warned  not  to  admit  labourers  from 
infected  houses  to  their  work. 

Every  case  was  visited  by  me  as  soon  as  noti- 
fied and  detailed  advice  given  in  each  case.  All 
the  infected  houses  were  disinfected  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector. 

The  Hospital  at  Swannington  was  of  great 
value  as  an  isolation  refuge,  but  had  the  cases 
been  of  a severe  type  only  six  instead  of  twelve 
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Isolation 

Hospital 


could  have  been  admitted,  and  no  case  of  any 
other  infectious  disease  could  have  been  provided 
for — however  urgent  the  case — in  the  building. 
Throughout  the  epidemic  the  cases  were  particu- 
larly mild. 

No  other  severe  outbreak  of  infectious  sickness 
has  occurred  during  the  year. 

Ticknall  school  was  the  only  school  closed 
during  the  year.  It  was  thoroughly  disinfected 
and  renovated  during  the  period.  No  case  of 
scarlet  fever  has  been  notified  in  this  village  since 
the  end  of  the  epidemic. 

The  Hospital  has  been  of  service  throughout 
the  year  for  the  isolation  of  scarlet  fever. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I pointed  out  many 
improvements  that  were  urgently  required.  As 
these  improvements  entailed  considerable  expense 
it  has  been  thought  best  to  await  the  final  decision 
of  the  Boundaries  Question,  which  must  alter  the 
districts  served  bv  the  Hospital. 

1 should  like  here  to  suggest  that  when  the 
Boundaries  Question  is  definitely  settled,  what- 
ever may  be  the  new  distribution  of  districts,  the 
area  comprised  by  the  present  Ashby  Urban 
District,  Ashby  Rural,  Ashby  Woulds,  and 
Hartshorne  and  Measham  Rural  Districts  should 
combine  to  provide  a really  efficient  Isolation 
Hospital  for  the  whole  area.  It  is  impossible 
for  any  small  district  to  provide  anything  ap- 
proaching efficient  disposal  of  infectious  cases  of 


Scavenging 


various  kinds,  from  the  question  of  expense  alone. 
But  by  the  co-operation  of  neighbouring  districts 
this  may  be  done  at  a reasonable  cost.  I am 
confident  that  this  is  the  only  feasible  plan  for 
the  districts  mentioned. 


In  1892  and  1893  the  late  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  advised  in  each  report  the  necessity  for 
systematic  cleansing  of  ashpits  and  removal  of 
refuse  heaps  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  At  the 
present  time  in  your  district  Measham  is  the  only 
parish  in  which  any  public  provision  is  made  for 
this  very  necessary  work.  In  this  parish  there 
is  provided  a cart  which  may  be  hired  by  the 
tenant  when  necessary.  This  is  not  systematic 
removal  of  refuse  but  I have  found  far  fewer 
nuisances  of  the  kind  in  this  parish  than  in  any 
other.  In  every  other  parish  this  kind  of  nuisance 
abounds,  namely — overflowing  ashpits,  overfilled 
closets,  cesspools  and  heaps  of  refuse  often  of 
the  most  offensive  kind,  and  in  the  closest  prox- 
imity to  inhabited  dwellings.  Your  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  detailed  report  of  work  done  shews 
that  169  offences  of  this  kind  have  been  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  The  corresponding  return 
for  1895  shewed  90  such  nuisances  dealt  with 
The  same  nuisances  recurs  again  and  again  in  the 
same  places  to  my  personal  knowledge.  The 
almost  invariable  excuse  given  is  that  the  tenant 
cannot  get  anyone  to  remove  refuse  even  by 
offering  payment,  and  I believe  this  in  many 
cases  to  be  the  true  reason.  I beg  therefore  to 
impress  upon  your  Council  the  necessity  for 
instituting  in  each  parish  provision  for  systematic 
scavenging  under  your  Authority. 


Water  Supply 


Drainage 

Oakthorpe 


Hartshorne 


In  Oakthorpe  the  water  from  the  well  sunk  in 
1894  is  still  very  unsatisfactory,  in  fact,  not  fit 
for  domestic  use.  The  well  has  been  lined  with 
concrete  and  thoroughly  cleansed  but  the  water 
does  not  improve.  The  fault  may  be  at  the  source 
of  the  supply.  It  is  quite  likely  however,  that 
there  is  pollution  from  the  cesspools  and  closets 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  well.  Another  source 
of  water  should  be  obtained  as  soon  as  possible, 
or  the  present  cesspools  and  defective  closets  re- 
placed with  new  closets  and  ashpits. 

During  the  year  Jubilee  Terrace  in  Donisthorpe 
has  been  provided  with  a supply  of  water  of  which 
I have  had  no  complaint. 

A sufficient  supply  of  pure  water  for  Hartshorne 
is  still  urgently  needed. 

In  Oakthorpe  the  main  part  of  the  village  is 
efficiently  drained  by  a complete  system  provided 
with  efficient  inspection  chambers,  but  on  inspec- 
tion of  the  disposal  of  the  drainage  1 found  as 
reported  during  the  year,  that  the  original  scheme 
of  irrigation  of  the  effluent  (after  deposition  of 
solids  in  two  tanks)  had  become  by  prolonged 
neglect  quite  useless.  The  pipes  for  the  disposal 
of  the  effluent  had  been  broken  or  removed,  the 
channels  were  blocked  up,  the  outflow  tank  was 
in  bad  repair.  There  is  in  consequence  a large 
collection  of  liquid  sewage  constantly  standing 
on  the  surface  and  cause  great  nuisance.  A Plan 
has  been  prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  proper  irrigation  of  the  effluent,  which  I hope 
your  Council  will  carry  out,  as  it  is  inexpensive, 
and  in  my  opinion  efficient. 

This  village  also  greatly  requires  systematic 
scavenging,  also  a system  of  drainage  which  shall 
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obviate  the  inevitable  pollution  of  the  brook  run- 
ning through  the  village,  A number  of  minor 
defects  have  been  remedied  during  the  year. 

In  Woodville  the  same  conditions  exist  as  in 
former  years,  and  for  the  same  reason,  namely, 
the  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the  Boundaries 
Question. 

I have  reported  in  detail  upon  the  sewage 
scheme  in  this  parish  during  the  year,  and  can 
only  repeat  here  my  conclusion  before  stated, 
that  the  present  scheme  is  insufficient,  the  cause 
of  constant  nuisance  and  dangerous  to  the  health 
of  the  parish.  If  the  system  of  tanks  is  to  re- 
main, the  storm  water  should  not  be  turned  into 
them,  as  this  causes  increased  difficulties  in  deal- 
ing with  the  effluent.  The  tanks  should  be 
thoroughly  ventilated,  and  provision  made  for 
the  proper  treatment  of  the  effluent. 

In  consequence  of  a detailed  report  presented 
to  your  committee  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
upon  the  state  of  the  drainage  in  Smisby,  orders 
were  given  by  your  Authority  for  the  thorough 
repair  of  the  drains,  the  reception  tank,  and  the 
disposal  of  the  effluent.  The  work  was  at  once 
undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  carried 
out  in  a prompt  and  efficient  manner,  the  drains 
were  almost  all  re-laid,  inspection  chambers,  non- 
existent before,  were  provided,  the  tank  was  re- 
built and  the  ditches  for  the  reception  of  the 
effluent  cleansed  and  deepened.  A large  number 
of  minor  defects  were  remedied  at  the  same  time. 


This  village  may  now  be  considered  the  best 
drained  in  the  district.  I hope  and  have  reason 
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to  believe  the  work  done  will  be  found  to  be  per- 
manently satisfactory. 

Ten  notices  have  been  issued  on  account  of 
houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  four  have  been 
complied  with. 

All  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  have 
been  inspected.  Notices  have  been  issued  to  ten 
of  them  and  nine  of  these  have  been  complied 
with.  They  are  in  general  kept  in  good  order, 
but  there  is  seldom  any  catchpit  for  the  blood 
and  offal  until  a notice  has  been  served.  In  most 
cases  the  blood  is  turned  into  the  drain  and  the 
offal  thrown  on  the  ashheap. 

Might  cases  of  defective  water  supply  have  been 
reported  upon,  8 of  these  have  been  remedied. — 
This  is  a marked  improvement  upon  the  report 
for  last  year  in  this  section. 

Three  samples  of  water  have  been  sent  for 
analysis,  and  one  condemned. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  is  400, 
in  respect  of  which  398  notices  have  been  issued 
and  318  complied  with. 

I have  continued  throughout  the  year  to  make 
systematic  inspections  of  every  portion  of  the 
district  including  Chilcote  and  Appleby  (Derby- 
shire). 

In  these  two  smallest  portions  of  the  district 
only  minor  defects  have  been  observed,  and  many 
of  these  have  been  remedied. 


Every  detail  of  sanitary  work  done  has  come 


under  my  personal  observation  and  1 have  here 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  of 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  accompanied 
me  in  almost  ever}r  inspection. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  visited. 
Full  instructions  as  to  precautionary  measures 
given  and  disinfectants  supplied.  I am  still  of 
opinion  that  the  supply  of  disinfectants  is  largely 
useless  and  that  the  only  effectual  method  of 
dealing  with  these  cases  is  isolation  in  an  efficient 
Central  Hospital,  with  immediate  thorough  dis- 
infection of  the  infected  houses  by  the  Inspector. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  congratulate  your 
Council  upon  the  increased  amount  of  sanitary 
work  of  a permanent  nature  accomplished  during 
the  year.  The  thorough  drainage  of  Smisby,  the 
extension  of  the  main  drainage  in  Donisthorpe, 
the  removal  of  nuisances  of  great  gravity  and 
long  standing  in  Oakthorpe  and  Ticknall,  and 
the  increased  number  of  notices  issued  for  the  re- 
moval of  minor  nuisances,  cannot  fail  to  have  a 
good  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  district. 

1 hope  that  my  suggestious  for  the  better 
drainage  of  Measham,  the  drainage  and  water 
supply  of  Hartshorne,  the  provision  of  an  efficient 
Isolation  Hospital  and  the  sj^stematic  scavenging 
of  each  parish,  will  meet  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Council  during  the  year. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KODERIC  LOGAN,  M.R.C.S., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


